Tumor enhancing T lymphocytes in mice: further studies on characteristics and mechanism of activity.
In order to test the possibility that tumor-enhancing T lymphocytes can suppress other lymphoid cells, such as those with anti-tumor activity, their effect was tested in an allogeneic response of cell-mediated lysis. Normal thymocytes and spleen cells from mice with advanced tumors, two populations which enhance the growth of solid tumors, both suppressed the generation of CML. Since these results suggest that the mechanism of enhancement by T cells may resemble suppression in other immune responses, we looked for Fc receptors on the sensitized cells involved in tumor enhancement. Cells expressing Fc receptors appeared to be necessary for enhancement of tumor growth to occur.